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Summary

The paper describes the various criteria used to select the “100+” most historically
important lighthouses. This was a task given to a sub group of the IALA Advisory
Panel on the Preservation of Historic Lighthouses, Aids to Navigation and Related
Equipment.
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“100+" Most Historically Important Lighthouses
Throughout the World

Advisory Panel

At the meeting of the Preservation of Historical Lighthouses, IALA Interim
Working Group in March 1996 at Pointe Saint Mathieu, France, a draft work
programme was prepared. This formed part of the proposed terms of
reference for an advisory panel on the Preservation of Historical Lighthouses,
Aids to Navigation and Related Equipment.

The tasks for the period 1996-98 were agreed as:

. prepare a bibliography on literature and documents on lighthouses and
aids to navigation in co-operation with Mrs. Ville.

. prepare a list on national and i ional jisati
and contacts for possible cooperation in preservation matters.

. prepare a list of 100-200 lighthouses of most particular historical
lighthouses, etc.

. prepare an information paper on possible public/private use of:

(@ lighthouses not in operation
(b)  operational lighthouses

b, manned

b, unmanned

. prepare an international inventory on museums etc. especially
dedicated to light and aids to navigati
. prepare a presentation for the 1998 IALA Conference.

The formation of the advisory panel was established by the IALA Council at
its 15th session in June 1996. The first meeting took place at JALA
headquarters, St Germain-en-Laye in October 1996.

During this meeting the task of producing a list of 100-200 lighthouses of
most particular historical lighthouses was given to sub group 2.
This paper deals with this particular task.

Definition of a Lighthouse

The returns from an initial questionnaire sent out in June 1996 were
considered and it became apparent that one of the first tasks to be done was
to establish a definition of a ‘lighthouse’ that would be suitable for the work
of this group.



Tt would also be used by the other groups to ensure commonality in the level
of information handled.

‘The dictionary definition of a lighth -“ap 1 like

built at danger points on sea-coasts and provxded with a very powerful light
to serve as a warning to ships.” This is rather general and needed to be more
specific.

For a station to be considered a ‘lighthouse’ the advisory panel decided that
any two of the following criteria needed to be satisfied:

. height of the tower be greater than 10m (this is the true height of the
tower)

. range of the light be greater than 15 nautical miles. (This would
require a light intensity greater than 11,000 cd when measured using
Schmidt Clausen formula and T = 0.74).

. the station consists of, or has originall
and has been designed to be manned

. the light be used for general navigation

d of, several b

This may seem rather restrictive but has proved quite adequate.
Nominations

Each country had been asked to nominate up to five lighthouses with the
purpose of including them in a booklet. Returns were of a good standard and
were received from 49 countries. This includes nil returns. The quallty of
them varied iderably, the basic requil being that the submi for
each lighthouse should consist of:

a photograph

details of its construction

date when it was built

name of the architect/builder

brief details of its technical equipment
current use

This then gave an opportunity for the group to classify the lighthouse using
a crude weighting system.

Classification

Figure 1 gives an example of the assessment sheet used and the weighting put
against each criteria.





































































































































































































































































